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Thibert says 
delays aren't 
caused by faults of 
speedway officials 


Kris Dube 

Editor 


The general manager of the 
Fort Erie Economic 
Development and Tourism 
Corporation (EDTC) wants to 
assure supporters of the 
Canadian Motor Speedway 
that the project's investors are 
ready to go. 

He provided his comments 
in response into claims made 
by two property owners, 
Richard Jukosky and Michael 
Racey, who say they are back¬ 
ing out of real-estate contracts 
made with the speedway for 
the purchase of their lands. 

"They're committed to this," 
Thibert told the Fort Erie Times 
on Wednesday. 

When the $400 million devel¬ 
opment was initially started, it 
was to be funded by Bayt-Al 
Mai, a branch of the Kuwaiti 
Investment Bank. 


MELISSA MANGELSEN Fort Erie Times 

Debbie Ashworth, from the Fort Erie Public Library, stands next to the mitten tree at the Stevensville branch. All three of the 

FEPL's locations are accepting donations for the annual cause. Read the whole story on page 14. -Read Pages 2 and 3 
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Thibert says it's 


From Page 1 

Over two years ago, the 
project was taken over 
financially by The 
International Investor 
(Til), a firm also based 
out of Kuwait. 

Thibert said it isn't the 
speedway's funders that 
have delayed the project, 
as suggested by two prop¬ 
erty owners who earlier 
this week came out in the 
media saying that the 
project was hopeless 
because they would be 
backing out of real-estate 
contracts pertaining to 
the sale of their lands on 
the edge of where the 823 


acre development is pro¬ 
posed to be built. 

The EDTC general man¬ 
ager also claimed that 
both property owners 
have been receiving an 
amount each time their 
contract needs to be 
renewed, due to various 
delays that have stalled 
the project over the 

"When delays occurred 
and options ran out, they 
decided to renew them." 

The most significant 
event that has put the 
project behind its time¬ 
lines is an appeal through 
the Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB). 





IV REMOVAL 

Servicing all of Fort Erie 
nl as well as small 
al lots 

1 PLOW._$20 (Average) 

1/2 SEASON_$140.00 (8 Plows) 

FULL SEASON-$250 (15 Plows) 

Unused Plows can be carried to next season. 
Phone: 905-988-6911 


^©ALEUEE 


Saturday Dec. 15th at 6:30 PM 
Sunday Dec. 16th at 6:30 PM 


Tickets $5.00 EA. 

Don’t delay, Seating is limited 

For further information or tickets please call: 905-894-0673 (mornings) 


5348 Sherkston Road, Sherkston, ON 


too easy to file appeals with OMB 


kk 

They just want to 
know that the 
appeal process 
isn't going to pull 
the rug out from 
under them.”w 

— Fort Erie EDTC 
general manager Jim 
Thibert 


Hospital 

Kris Dube 

Editor 

The Douglas Memorial 
Hospital Foundation is 
always in need of dona¬ 
tions. 

For the last 19 years, the 
foundation has held an 
annual golf tournament 
and raised funds to benefit 
the Niagara Health System 
(NHS)'s Douglas Memorial 


Those appeals were dis¬ 
missed in early 
November. 

"When someone files an 
application with the OMB, 
you're looking at two 
years, minimum," said 
Thibert. 

He feels there needs to 
be stronger regulations in 
place, regarding how easy 
it is for residents in the 
province to make appeals 
through the OMB. 

"The idea that anyone 
in Ontario, for $125, can 
stop a project for two 
years is ridiculous." 

He said the board is 
abused by taxpayers in 
many cases, as a channel 

Foundation 


All the money donated 
to the cause is spent to 
assist the local facility and 
isn't distributed to the NHS 
for other services or pro¬ 
grams. 

The PaUiatlve Care unit 
and long term care ward of 
the site has been the pri¬ 
mary beneficiary of the 
foundation's hard work 
over the years. 


to simply put various 
developments they don't 
agree with on hold. 

"I'm not criticizing the 
OMB or the process, I'm 
criticizing how people 
abuse the process for the 
sake of delays." 

With the recent news 
that the Preservation of 
Agricultural Lands Society 
(PALS) has appealed the 
OMB's verdict on the 
speedway, Thibert said 
the two property owners 
who have made state¬ 
ments in the media should 
look at the overall picture 
and realize where the 
speedway and its inves¬ 
tors are coming from. 


This year, the foundation 
has raised $175,000 for 
Palliative Care. 

With events like the 
annual Mike Anderson 
Memorial Golf 

Tournament, which raised 
$38,000 back in September, 
the foundation's chair and 
founder Jim Miller said he 
and everyone else involved 
are extremely proud of the 
local support received. 


"They just want to know 
that the appeal process 
isn't going to pull the rug 
out from under them." 

Contacted about wheth¬ 
er or not he and Racey 
have received amounts 
throughout the process 
each time their contracts 
were renewed, Richard 
Jukosky said he is unable 
to comment due to confi¬ 
dentiality agreements. 

"We cannot say any¬ 
thing about that," he 

Read more about 
Jukosky and Racey's 
stance on the speedway 
and their properties on 
page three. 


"This community is 
unbelievable," he said. 

"We've had so much 
help," he added. 

In 19 years, the founda¬ 
tion has raised over 
$600,000 for the Douglas 
Memorial site. 

To make a donation, visit 
www.niagarahealth.on.ca 
and find the link for the 
Douglas Memorial 
Foundation. 


thankful of support 



Association's 
board will make 
final decision 

The Thunder Bay Property Owners 
Association still has an important deci¬ 
sion to make. 

In last week's Fort Erie Times, it was 
reported that at the council-in-commit- 
tee meeting of Nov. 19, the association 
would be donating land to the Town of 
Fort Erie, a parcel known as Bill Connolly 
Field. 

In fact, the Town is just a consideration 
to be the recipient and no land has been 
donated at this point. 

The Association's full 2012 member¬ 
ship will vote at its next special general 
meeting regarding the possible transfer 
of its property assets. 

The Fort Erie Times regrets any confu¬ 
sion this may have caused. 
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DECEMBER CALENDAR 2012 
Friday, December 7th 

Karaoke 7pm - 11pm 

Monday, December 17th 

Executive Meeting 7:30pm 

Q Tuesday, December 18 

Veterans Affairs - 9am - ? 

Friday, December 21 

Karaoke 7pm - 11pm 

Monday, December 31 

NEW YEARS EVE 9pm - 1am 
Entertainment by Randy Thomas 


i NO CHARGE - PUBLIC ALWAYS WELCOME i 

i Happy Holidays from the i 

1 Royal Canadian Legion Executive 1 


Property owners question future 
of $400 million development 


Kris Dube 

Editor 

Richard Jukosky and Mike 
Racey are in favour of the 
Canadian Motor Speedway 
(CMS). 

They feel it would be an 
economic boost for Fort Erie, 
but the two property owners 
say they are tired of waiting 
for their land to be pur¬ 
chased, something they say 
was supposed to have taken 
place by the end of October. 

When this date passed, on 
Nov. l.Raceywasleftavoice- 
mail from speedway execu¬ 
tive director Azhar 
Mohammad, saying that the 
funds would be ready for 
them within ten days. 

Jukosky remains slightly 
hopeful but Racey says he 
has lost all hope. 

He and his wife Bridget 
have been trying to work out 
an agreement with the 
speedway for the last six 
years and have decided to no 
longer to do any business 
with speedway officials. 

"We're not against the 
track, by any means," said 
Racey when he and Jukosky 
sat down with the Fort Erie 
Times on Tuesday. 

The property owner, who 
lives between Bowen Road 
and the Queen Elizabeth 
Way, said even if he gave the 
speedway another chance to 
deliver him the money that 
was promised to be in his 
bank account over two weeks 
ago, by Monday at 5 p.m. he 
isn't optimistic. 

"I'll bet it won't happen," 
said Racey. 

Both he and Jukosky made 
arrangements to move else¬ 
where in the region, believ¬ 
ing their property would be 
sold to the speedway, but 
now that might backfire on 
them because they still have 
not received the money they 
were counting on. 

"We all want to get on with 
our lives and we're being led 
down a lost road," he added. 

Racey's opinion is that the 
investors' money that was 
supposed to build the $400 
million facility has dried up. 

"This is a fairytale dream... 


it's not going to fly." 

He continued to stress 
how supportive he has been 
of the project, but dealing 
with so much uncertainty 
about when he and his wife 
Bridget would receive their 
money from selling their 5.5 
acre property, his hope has 
faded. 

"I don't want to get my 
hopes up in another emo¬ 
tional rollercoaster,” said 
Racey, who also added that 
thousands of dollars have 
already come out of his 
pocket for legal fees on the 

Jukosky is tired of waiting 
also, but still holds a little 
more optimism than Racey, 
saying that he hopes the deal 
does get back on track. 

"This town really needs 
this. Fort Erie right now, is a 
disaster area," said Jukosky. 

Mohammad said the 
speedway's legal team will 
be dealing with this issue 
directly and not tiirough the 

Contrary to what Racey 


and Juskosky said, 

Mohammad said these two 
parcels of land are not vital 
in moving the project for- 

"The subject properties 
are not part of core develop¬ 
ment lands for CMS and we 
will continue as per our 
plan," said Mohammad. 

Another speedbump the 
CMS has faced in recent 
weeks, is the appeal of the 
Ontario Municipal Board 
(OMB)'s decision that 
favoured the development. 

The decision is being 
challenged by the 
Preservation of Agricultural 
Lands Society (PALS). 

"We will wait for the 
results of the PALS appeal 
and focus on removing the 
holding provisions on the 
zoning bylaw as per our 

^ hTiwtm tf" h! Richard Jukosky says he was supposed to receive payment for the sale of his properly to the 
woteTanemSl refuse Ca " adia " M °‘° r Speedway b V the end &**« 
to a series of questions. 

"We will deal with this 
issue as we have dealt with 
all others on this project." 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 
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Racetrack back on province and transition panel's radar 



The Fort Erie Racetrack is 
back on the table, belonging 
to the Ontario Horse Racing 
Industry Association 
(OHRIA)'s transition panel. 

Jim Thibert, chief execu¬ 
tive officer of the Fort Erie 
Live Racing Consortium 
(FELRC) and general man¬ 
ager of the Fort Erie 


Economic Development and 
Tourism Corporation 
(EDTC) says the panel previ¬ 
ously misunderstood the 
116-year-old track's plans 
for its future, when earlier 
this year it did announce 
that it would close for good 
by the end of the year. 

What Thibert said was 
missed in the panel's report 
on how to sustain horse rac¬ 
ing in Ontario, is the posi¬ 
tion that they were ready to 



The public's help is needed this year as always in purchasing 
an unwrapped gift for a boy or girl, infant to 12 years old. As 
part of our new special program we are also asking for you, 
the caring people of Fort Erie, to purchase non-perishable 
goods to support the Salvation Army drive. We invite the public 
to use either our Kinsmen or the Salvation Army Barrels placed 
at convenient locations throughout the Town as drop-off points 
between November 23rd & December 20th. You may drop off 
your Gift of Love at the Salvation Army Kettle Stands & at the 
following locations: 


• Old Bank Bistro 

• Wal-Mart 

• Brodies Drug Store on Ridge Road in Ridgeway 
• Scotiabank in the County Fair Mall 
• Royal Bank Ridge Road in Ridgeway 

• The Times 

• McGregor-Miller in Stevensville 


by December 20th please!!! 









race if a new plan for the 
industry was put in place 
and funded by the provincial 
government. 

"Unless there are other 
tools and dollars put into the 
picture, then we would've 
had to close," said Thibert. 

Employees were given lay¬ 
off notices, following proper 
procedure to meet rules and 
regulations legislated pro- 
vincially. 

"People had to understand 
what was going on," he said. 

But now that has been 


cleared, Thibert said the 
panel has embraced the 
FELRC and its input, allow¬ 
ing them back into the con¬ 
versation to receive more 
than the mere 30 race dates 
the panel first recommend¬ 
ed. 

"They've welcomed us 
back with open arms." 

Last week, the FELRC 
applied for 76 racing days to 
the Ontario Racing 
Commission. Meetings with 
the Ministry of Finance, and 
Ministry of Agriculture and 


Food have been held...which 
Thibert said were positive. 

The track will need to 
undergo an audit from an 
independent firm, under the 
direction of the Ministry of 
Finance, before submitting a 
business plan and negotiat¬ 
ing a contract with the gov¬ 
ernment. At a press confer¬ 
ence on Oct. 31, in response 
to the panel's recommenda¬ 
tions, Thibert said he agreed 
with 99 per cent of its report 
on a new sustainable model 
for horse racing. 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 
A race comes down the stretch during the last day of 
the 2012 season at the Fort Erie Racetrack. 


He agrees that racing 
should be marketed more 
intensely to new demo¬ 
graphics, while forming an 
alliance of all the province's 

"This is an industry that 
has never been amalgamat¬ 
ed or ever worked together 
before,” said Thibert. 

"We're happy to be a part 
of that alliance." 

He said promoting the 
industry as a whole, rather 
than one track individually 
through contributions from 
all race venues will be an 
effective way to promote the 

"Right now, we Just mar¬ 
ket ourselves." 

Thibert expects the transi¬ 
tion panel and province's 
work will be complete in 
early 2013 and hopes that a 
satisfactory amount of race 
dates will be granted. 

He estimated that over $5 
million will be needed in 
government funding for the 
track to have a season next 
year and hopes that enough 
horse owners and trainers 
will participate in the meet. 

The FELRC applied for 76 
dates. 

"We may not be able to fill 
that many because of horse 
supply." 


Wood and Metal Custom Framing, Matting 
Needlework • Sports Jerseys 

tJo &et c l/our 
zFw 1 (jh/Hstmas 

All Frames 10 - 20 % off 

Now until C hr istmas 

Shop Honrs 

Mon., Tucs., Thurs., Fri., 8:30 to 5:00 pm 
Saturday 8:30 to Noon 

Road 
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Donating in a time of need 



KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Judy Learn, from the St. Vincent De Paul at St. George's Catholic Church, accepts 
a $1,050 cheque from Black Creek-Stevensville Lions Club members Ann-Marie 
Noyes, Elsie Smith, Ruth Watts, Ted Watts and Ron Walsh. The St. Vincent De Paul 
serves Ridgeway, Crystal Beach and Stevensville. 



Mark Your Calendar 


Join us at Revera - Garrison Place for 
our upcoming events: 

Lawrence Marks Sings Swing 
Wednesday, December 5 th , 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
You’re invited to watch singer and guitarist 
Lawrence Marks perform popular music from 
the 30’s and 40’s. Refreshments will be served. 
Christmas Flymns by Michael Toby 
® Wednesday, December 12 th , 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Enjoy a performance of Christmas hymns by 
classically trained opera singer Michael Toby. 

Also learn about the origins of classic hymns. 


The Town of Fort Erie 


Fort*Erie 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


OVERNIGHT WINTER PARKING ON STREETS 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORISTS: In an effort to keep the streets free of vehicles 
during the winter months for snowplowing and sanding operations, residents are 
reminded that no overnight parking is permitted. 

Traffic By-law No. 2000-89, Section 205 provides that “No person shall park a vehicle 
or permit a vehicle to remain parked’’ on any street in Town “between the hours of 
2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. between November 1,2012 and March 31, 2013.” 

The Town’s By-law Enforcement Officers will be exercising vigilant enforcement of 
By-law No. 2000-89. Your vehicle will be issued a parking ticket and could 
be towed, at your expense, if found in violation of the by-law. 

Enquiries may be directed to the Town’s By-law Enforcement Officers by calling 
(905) 871-1600, Extension 2216 (Geoff Stephenson) or Extension 2215 
(Matt Richardson). 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

PROPOSED INCREASE IN BUILDING PERMIT FEES 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Section 7 of the Ontario Building Code 
Act and Division C, Section 1.9.1.2 of Ontario Regulation 350/06 of the said Act that 
the Municipal Council of the Town of Fort Erie intends to consider a by-law at its 
meeting of January 21, 2013. to increase the current building permit fees. 

Builders and members of the public are invited to appear before Council at the 
Public Meeting to be held on: 

Monday January 14, 6:00 p.m. 

1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, Ontario 

Written submissions will also be accepted by the Clerk up until 3:00 p.m. 

Wednesday January 9,2013. 

The proposal is to increase Building Permit Fees by 0.7%. 

The objective is to operate closer to cost recovery from permit fee revenue. 

The costs of administering and enforcing the Building Code Act is available 
on the Town’s website. 

For information regarding Building Permit Fees, please contact 
Robert Romanuk, Chief Building Official at: (905) 871-1600 
Ext. 2515 or rromanuk@forterie.on.ca 

Any person interested in appearing before Council as a delegation at its meeting of 
January 14,2013 to address the proposed increase in building permit fees may reg¬ 
ister with the Clerk's Office by 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 9,2013 by calling 
905-871-1600 ext 2236 or 2212. 

Dated at Fort Erie, Ontario this 27th day November, 2012. 

Carolyn J. Kett, 

Town Clerk 
Town of Fort Erie 
ckett@forterie.on.ca 



























6 Fort Erie Times • Saturday, December 1,2012 



Fort Erin Times 
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KRIS DUBE, Editor 905-871-3100 ext. 207 
kris.dube@sunmedia.ca 

MYRA ROBERTSON, Sales Manager 905-871-3100 ext. 202 
myra.rabertson@sunmedia.ca 


our editorial 

And again we wait on 
the speedway 


There are two sides to every story, 
sometimes three. 

In this week's issue, you will have 
read a story about two property own¬ 
ers who were in an agreement with 
the Canadian Motor Speedway for 
sale of their lands, to be acquired for 
the $400 million development. 

They have grown impatient and 
have every right to wonder, but at the 
same time...patience is a virtue. 

But for supporters of the project, 
these two individuals should not be 
seen as the "bad guys" or people who 
are deliberately trying to put the proj¬ 
ect on hold. 

One of the men, Richard Jukosky, 
is extremely frustrated with the 
claims of the Preservation of 
Agricultural Lands Society about 
endangered species on the site. 


He says they are untrue. 

Although these two property own¬ 
ers have stated a very legitimate case 
in our opinion, the fact is that yet 
another delay through the Ontario 
Municipal Board has risen and again, 
we will have to sit back and await the 
outcome. 

According to the EDTC, the inves¬ 
tors for this project are as ready and 
willing as they ever have been, but 
they too will have to wait. 


-Kris Dube 



Do You Remember? 


Last week's photo shows 
members of the Ridgeway 
pack of Brownies at their fly¬ 
ing up ceremony held at the 
Legion Hall in Ridgeway, 
June 1981. Back row, left to 
right, Sally Plato, Cindy 
Thompson and Marianne 
Dell. Front row, left to right, 
DianaButt, Monica Hilmayer, 


Keara Lampman, Cathy 
Peichl and Denise Rose. Our 
thanks to Lesley Rose and 
her daughter Denise; Kelly 
Forrest; Barb Horning and 
Kathy Dell for calling and 
e-mailing us. 

Who is the man in uni¬ 
form hoping to get the dog to 
smile for the camera in this 


week's photo? If you know 
him or anything else about 
this photo please call the 
Museum at 894-5322 or 
e-mail museum@forterie. 
on.ca. Better yet, drop in to 
see us. We are open for Spirit 
of Christmas all day Saturday 
and Sunday at 402 Ridge 
Road, Ridgeway. 


Speedway appellant no 'pal' to Fort Erie 


Dear Editor, 


Since when did birds 
of the air and creatures 
of the earth have domin- 

I am so furious with 
these PALS people and 
there blatant disregard 
for others and for the 
town of Fort Erie. 

How many people 
share there same con¬ 
cerns a dozen or so? 
And we have to sit here 
and allow these bozos 


to possibly deal the final 
death blow to this town 
and do nothing? Can't 
we run them out of town 
or something? With the 
length of time it took 
the OMB to reply to the 
last ruling we needed, 
this could very well 
scuttle the whole proj¬ 
ect. How dare they even 
mention sending this 
project to Niagara 
falls! Then to make a 
silly statement like "Get 
the Province to help 
develop brownfields." 


they must be Pinball 
Wizards; deaf, dumb 
and blind. If this proj¬ 
ect gets cancelled 
because of these jerks, 
then we don't have the 
province to blame this 
time. 

No, this time it would 
be an inside job. 

I bet that each and 
every one of these peo¬ 
ple are financially 
secure, and don't have 
to worry about jobs, or 
the economy. 

When people, even 


lifetime residents of a 
town, can't find employ¬ 
ment or things to do in 
their home town, they 
leave to find what they 
need elsewhere. If this 
project gets cancelled I 
expect there will be a 
mass exodus or people 
and families from this 
town into other areas 
where they can get 
employment. It is bad 
enough that the 
Provincial Government 
has closed the doors 
and turned out the 


lights on this town, but 
when your own resi¬ 
dents are screwing you, 
that is the final nail. 

Is there anything we 
can do to get this appeal 
withdrawn? 

If not then some of 
these PALS people are 
going to be the targets 
of some of the very 
angry residents that I 
know and have talked 

Thank you for your 
article in the Fort Erie 
Times expressing these 


same thoughts, only 
perhaps in a more tact¬ 
ful way.Also thank you 
for allowing me to 
allowing me to vent 


Bill Sanderson 
Fort Erie 
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opinion page 


Fight for healthcare involves too much bickering, says reader 


Dear Editor, 

All the bickering over 
the divisions of areas in 
Niagara is reaching the 
point of ridiculous. 
Throughout the fight for 
health care in the Region 
of Niagara, it was "the 
north against the south", 
also east against west, 
and now south east 
against east. When does 
this finger pointing stop 
and we all work together 
to get what is best for 
Niagara? 

ObviouslySt. Catharines 
is out of the equation, as 
they have a new hospital, 
built to accommodate St. 
Catharines, Thorold, and 
Niagara On The Lake, as 
stated in an article today 
in the Canadian Business 
Journal under the 
Municipals heading of, 
City of St. Catharines. 
“Niagara Health System’s 


New St. Catharines Site 
(St. Catharines is home to 
two aging hospitals, 
which will be replaced in 
2013 with the completion 
of the Niagara Health 
System’s (NHS) new St. 
Catharines Site. Ideally 
situated to serve St. 
Catharines as well as the 
surrounding areas of 
Thorold and Niagara-on- 
the-Lake, the hospital will 
provide a full-range of 
acute, critical care, surgi¬ 
cal, emergency, mental 
health, and ambulatory 
services under one roof.” 

The Yellow Shirt Brigade 
has been fighting several 
years now for equal 
healthcare for Fort Erie, 
and made a promise that 
we would not quit, and 
have sat back and listened 
to the antics of those who 
are vying for position in 
this time sensitive matter 
of the Supervisor K Kevin 


Smith report to the MOH 
D. Matthews. A report 
that offered a new hospi¬ 
tal to Niagara and two 
Urgent Care Centres, plus 
the return of Pediatrics 
and Maternity to the new 
site in Niagara Falls. 

The decision to close 
hospitals and move ser¬ 
vices was revealed in the 
2008 HIP plan, and it is 
moving right along as 
planned. 

Saying “We told you" so 
for four years is not going 
to change the situation. It 
is not just Port Colborne 
and Fort Erie who are 
involved now, and must 
move ahead with a cohe¬ 
sive, positive attitude. 

Supervisor Kevin Smith 
was sent to Regional 
Niagara to come up with 
a recommendation to 
improve health care and 
moral of the residents. He 
made decisions and gave 


the Regional Chair, six 
Mayors and the public, 
the opportunity to speak 
out. The Mayors were to 
choose a new hospital 
site, however they choose 
two and asked him to 
make the decision. He 
did, the report went out, 
and immediately some of 
the mayors were criticiz¬ 
ing the choice of site, and 
movement of services and 
a Petition was started in 
Welland. 

We promised the peo¬ 
ple of Fort Erie that we 
would fight for them and 
have now, put out a 
Petition for the new hos¬ 
pital to be built on Lyons 
Creek and Q.E.W., as 
everyone in Fort Erie can 
get to the Q.E.W. and a 
hospital near Niagara 
Falls without travelling 
back roads, in severe 
weather. Our Petition 
encourages the MOH to 


approve the report and 
accept all recommenda¬ 
tions, including the new 
hospital, plus we request¬ 
ed her to let Obstetrical 
and Pediatric service 
remain in Welland and 
Niagara Falls until the 
new facility is opened. 

We feel that you cannot 
change someone else’s 
report, as only the author 
can do that. It is then up 
to the person to whom 
the report is written, to 
make changes or recom¬ 
mendations. 

Niagara Falls has a year 
round population of over 
82,000 and that total rises 
when you think of the 
thousands of tourists who 
visit all year round. It is 
ridiculous to even think 
of not having a hospital in 
close proximity of a city 
that large that known 
worldwide as a tourist 


Fort Erie and Niagara 
Falls are two of the busi¬ 
est border crossings 
between the United States 
and Canada and all traffic 
to and from Southern 
Ontario, travel on the 
Q.E.W. 

The new hospital would 
be easy to find in an 
emergency situation as 
would patient transfer to 
larger hospitals. 

Niagara Falls and Fort 
Erie have to make a stand 
to let the Minister of 
Health know that we will 
not sit back quietly, and 
listen to the divisive voic¬ 
es in the community play 
politics with our future. 
We want and need a hos¬ 
pital. 

Joy Russell 
Yellow Shirt Brigade 


'Sorry, we need this,' says resident about speedway 


Dear Editor, 


I have lived in the Fort 
Erie area for over 50 years. 
In fact I remember my 
Dad grumbling about a 
knot of Fort Erie residents 
who would not allow any 
industry to move into Fort 
Erie. They wanted it to 
remain a quiet area and 
didn't want any "dirty" 
industry to disturb their 
town. That was back in 
the 50's. In fact he moved 
away to get a job when his 


work place moved to the 
United States (sound 
familiar?)I moved back to 
Fort Erie shortly after. 

Let me make this per¬ 
fectly clear that I have 
nothing to gain by the 
Canadian Motor 

Speedway moving into 
the area. In fact as I live 
on Bowen Rd. The traffic 
will be hard to deal with 
and the noise will likely 
bother us but the town 
needs the Speedway. We 
need the jobs and the 
opportunities for further 
development that a 


speedway of that size 
would bring. Think 
beyond the box people. 

Now let me tell you 
what I think about PALS. 
Have they really done 
their research? 

Look up Bobolink on 
the Web. It is on the least 
endangered bird list. 
Plenty of areas elsewhere 
for them to nest. 

From Wikipedia we 
have this: In the context 
of zoning, agricultural 
land (or more properly 
agriculturally zoned land) 
refers to plots that may be 


used for agricultural 
activities, regardless of 
the physical type or qual¬ 
ity of land. I know one 
thing for sure that with¬ 
out tons of manure or 
artificial fertilizers 
(chemicals) you can't 
grow anything more than 
thistles on that clay. 

As to the creek, you 
PALS better have another 
look. The water that feeds 
the creek comes from the 
quarries. They dug ditch¬ 
es across the farmer's 
property so that they 
could pump out the 


ground water that filled 
the area they were dig¬ 
ging. If you want some¬ 
thing to do go squawk at 
them. They have dis¬ 
turbed the area for years. 
The dirt and dust from 
crushing rocks and blast¬ 
ing have disturbed the 
peace and quiet around 
here; to say nothing of the 
trucks making a mess out 
of the roads! 

There you have it. 
Mayor get off your butt 
and make waves. Can you 
and the town council do 
something to get this roll¬ 


ing! 

Otherwise Fort Erie 
might as well board up 
their doors and windows 
and "roll up their side¬ 
walks". Someone out 
there will always find 
something they don't like 
about "dirty, noisy" indus¬ 
try. Sorry but we need 
this. 

Cheryl Ferguson 
Fort Erie 


has his 


W 

at the Fort Erie Credit Union...how about you? FORT 1 


account 



1201 Garrison Road 905.994.1201 201 Jarvis Street 905.871.1552 
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0<)'rwe*vie*d’ 


Serving Fort Erie Since 1969 


PETR0-CANJ1A 


ns 

upui rjApF 

Ojjioitd & GAS BAR 

Friday, December 7 th a 
Saturday, December 8 th 

and the beginning of our 44 th Year serving 
Fort Erie and the surrounding area 

II be donating per litre 
sold on December 7 th & 8 th 
to the Salvation Army 


Enter our 
100 Discount Gas Cards* 

Good for 5* off 200 litres of fuel (no purchase 
necessary ). Winning ticket numbers to be 
posted in-store Monday, December 10 th 
Free 4 Litre Jug of Windshield Washer 
Fluid to the first 100 customers each day 
(minimum purchase 20 litres required) 


Come in 
fora^ 


it&wed 
oof^e from 
our new 
Java Stop 
coffee counter 


Automotive 
Sales & Service 


» New Office & Waiting Area 
• Television and Free Wi-Fi 
Enter to win a free oil change 
and other prizes! 
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The Fort Erie Fire Department on scene of a fire in the early hours of Monday morning. 



Jack Shaw has been in service for 44 years and next Friday and Saturday he will be giving 
back to the community by donating proceeds of sales from both days to the Salvation Army. 


Suspicious fire in Ridgeway Giving back to the community 


was home during the inci¬ 
dent. 

Anyone with informa- 


November 26, the Fort Erie No injuries 
Fire Department (FEFD) ed. tion 

and the Niagara Regional Damage to the garage fire 
Police Service responded and the materials inside is Niagara Regional Police able to showcase the full six- the community," said his sc 


in Hibbard estimated at $20,000. 


Service at 905-6 


A local businessman wants completed in March, but to The event also marks him 

) give back to the commu- also support a local cause, by being in business for 44 years, 

ity. donating one cent of every which he says is a proud 

The owner of Jack Shaw's litre of gas sold on Dec. 7 and accomplishment. 

"It's great to have been able 
to survive that long... we're 
now dealing with a third gen¬ 
eration of customers." 


1 month renovation that w 


The incident, which has extension 2325. To leave 
The FEFD has deemed been deemed suspicious, an anonymous tip or infor- 


is being investigated by mation, you c 


nature. As a result, the the Ontario Fire Marshal. 
Ontario Fire Marshal’s About six hours earlier, 


i contact 


There were no reports of 
any injuries in this inci¬ 
dent. 

The damage to the 
garage is estimated at 
$ 20 , 000 . 


members of the Fort Erie He said the fire is 
Criminal Investigative suspicious and that 
Branch. 

Around 4 a.m., 
firefighters arrived 
at a fire at 3757 
Hibbard St., where 
they saw flames 


Crime Stoppers toll free at 
1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 

Calls are not electroni¬ 
cally recorded or traced, 
and Crime Stoppers does 
subscribe to call dis- 


investigate this Prospect Rd. North. 

Firefighters from Station 

4 and Station 6 found play. Crime Stoppers 
smoke coming from the also be accessed on 
single-storey house. Internet at w 


with the text reading; 
NIAGARA and then the 
message. 


Dinner and Dance Party 


coming through 
the roof of the 
home's detached 
garage. 

"The owners of 
the house were 
alerted after their 
dog was barking," 


at the Italo Canadian Club 1101 Dipietro st. Fort Erie 
Catered by _ DJ Services ' 


Maria's Catering 





Ditsch Greenhouses 

Opening 

November 30th for 

Christmas 

4.5”, 6” and 10” Poinsettias 
Christmas mixed flower basket 
Christmas greens, boughs and wreaths 
Christmas trees starting at $19.99! 
Potted Christmas Trees 

■ 24 HOUR BURN TIME SOYWAX CANDLE 
WITH EVERY $25 PURCHASE. (BEFORE TAX.) 


3335 Nigh Road at Burleigh Rd, 
South East Comer, Ridgeway 

1 Phone: (905) 894-2305 
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’'tStp'e's 

TacilshoDi^ 


LAWRENCE BEAM, President m 

Custom Homes * Management Fee Contracts 
Consulting • Additions and Garages 

Stevensville _ 


; including: 


‘ Dentures • Hygiene Services 


SEWERS-WATERMAINS 
EXCAVATING-RENTALS 
ROCK DRILLING-SITE SERVICING 
AND DEVELOPMENT 


All the Best of the 

Holiday Season!, 


QamUuf, ioo*u Holiday Greetings, Letters to Santa and How 

DON’T MISS OUT on all these worn 
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IT’S THAT 
TIME AGAIN 

Celebrate the season in sty 

HAPPY HOLIDAY 


Home for the Holiday*. 




DUANE BEAM 

f , eONJBACirOR.LTD. 
.^tevenMlie: 9^38?M32^ 


WISHING YOU AN 
OLD-FASHIONED 
CHRISTMAS— >: 


INSURANCE BROKERS 

• ALL KINDS OF INSURANCE • 

3701 Main Street E, 279 High Street 

Stevensviile Fort Erie 

905-382-2431 905-871-3623 


Wishing you a beautiful holiday 
by the fireside, surrounded by your loved ones, 
embraced by the warmth and wonder of the season. 
We wish you the very best for the new year, 
and we look forward to serving you in the future. 


. Stevensviile 


Park Lane 


Commercial Paving For Over 20 Years 
• Commercial • Municipal • Industrial 
Ph: 905-382-2464 
Fx: 905-382-2960 
1994 Stevensviile Road, Stevensviile 


[FIGNOOi 


Holiday Greeting 


to Cook a Turkey... Call 905-871-3100 x 202 to book now 

derful Holiday Features. CALL NOW 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


Notice of Public Meeting 

Proposed Regional Policy Plan Amendment 5-2012 

To Implement the New Niagara Region Environmental Impact Study Guidelines 

PROPOSED CHANGE 

In October 2012 Niagara Region approved new Environmental Impact Study (EIS) Guidelines.The new EIS 
Guidelines outline EIS requirements, establish criteria for determining the appropriate scope and scale of 
work involved in an EIS submission, and outline the mandate for who is responsible for EIS submissions. An 
amendment to the Regional Policy Plan is proposed to implement new guidance contained in the 2012 EIS 
Guidelines.The amendment proposes to delete existing policies and a table related to EIS requirements, the 
required content and scope of EISs, and the mandate for EISs and replace them with a new table and new policies 
that provide clarity on scoping EIS requirements, that enable waiving of EIS requirements, and that reflect a 
transition in mandate related to EISs.The amendment also proposes housekeeping modifications to align terms 
with those used in the new EIS Guidelines. The amendment does not propose changes to any of the maps within 
the Regional Policy Plan. 

HAVE YOUR SAY 

Public input on this proposed amendment is welcomed and encouraged. You can provide input by speaking at 
the public meeting or by making a written submission to the Region. If you do not express your views through 
these avenues, you may be forfeiting your right to appeal Council's decision to the Ontario 
Municipal Board. 

PUBLIC MEETING 

This public meeting is being held under the provisions of Section 17 of the Planning Act at the following 
time and place: 

DATE: Wednesday, Jan. 9,2013 

TIME: 1 p.m. 

LOCATION: Niagara Region Headquarters - Campbell West 

Council Chamber 
2201 St. David's Rd. 

Thorold, ON 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION 

To provide input in writing or to request personal notice if the proposed change is adopted, please send a letter 
c/o Acting Regional Clerk, Niagara Region, 2201 St. David's Rd., P.O. Box 1042, Thorold, Ontario L2V 4T7, or email 


MORE INFORMATION 

For more information about the proposed Amendment please contact Danielle De Fields, Senior Planner, 
by phone at 905-685-4225, ext. 3385, or email danielle.defields@niagararegion.ca. 

A copy of the proposed Amendment and information and materials related to the Amendment are available for 
inspection in the Integrated Community Planning Department at the above address Monday to Friday between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. and at www.niagararegion.ca. 

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend and participate in meetings or events, 
please let us know in advance so that arrangements can be made in a timely manner. Special accessibility 
accommodations and materials in alternate formats can be arranged by contacting the Niagara Region's 

Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at 905-685-4225 ext. 3252 or accessibility@niagararegion.ca. 


LEGAL NOTICE 

Section 17 of The Planning Act 

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
the Regional Municipality of Niagara before the proposed official plan amendment is adopted, the person or 
public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of the Regional Municipality of Niagara to the 
Ontario Municipal Board. 

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
the Regional Municipality of Niagara before the proposed official plan amendment is adopted, the person or 
public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless, 
In the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party. 


If you wish to be notified of the adoption of the proposed Policy Plan Amendment, you must make a written 
request to the Regional Clerk and such request must include the name and address to which such notice should 
be sent. 



WWW.niagararegion.Ca [f]/niagararegion (g@niagararegion 


Seminar teaches couponing 


Melissa Mangelsen 

Fort Erie Times 


Couponing is becoming 
more popular and more nec¬ 
essary for modern day fami¬ 
lies. 

Dec. 2, Mindy Leveille will 
hold her first Niagara Coupon 
Seminar at the Ridgway 
Legion. 

“People are losing Jobs and 
we're facing tough economic 
times. I want to help people 
who are in need and teach 
them how to save from cou¬ 
poning. A lot of people don’t 
think it's possible in Canada, 
but it is and you could be 
saving yourself hundreds of 
dollars a month,” said 
Leveille. 

The seminar will help peo¬ 
ple leam how to save money, 
and utilize the coupons that 
are out there. 

“You can find a lot of free 
stuff on Facebook too," said 
Leveille. 

"We’re really directing this 
to the people who want and 
who have a need to save 
money.” 

Leveille said a lot of people 
associate couponing with 
hoarding, but she said this 
isn’t the case for her as many 
of the items she receives 
through couponing are 
donated. 

“I’m donating stuff all the 
time, we recently donated 


$400 of pasta that we bought 
for about $30,” she said. 

She runs a program called 
the Holiday Basket. 

The seminar, which will 
run from 7 to 9 p.m., is free to 
attend, but participants are 
encouraged to bring a small 
donation of a toy that will 
help a child within the 
Niagara Region this holiday 

For each non-perishable 
food item that is brought for 
C.O.P.E., that person will 
receive a ballot to win a bas¬ 
ket of goodies. 

Leveille also makes ready 
made coupon binders, which 
include 12 seconds, 40 cou¬ 
pon holders with eight slots, 
$200 worth of coupons, the 
Scanning Code of Practice, 
websites for free coupons or 
money off, businesses that 
you can contact with praise 
to receive mailable coupons 
and a list of store policies. 

Couponing books will be 
available for a $25 cash dona¬ 
tion, which will go to chari¬ 
ty- 

She said the main thing 
with couponing is having the 
patience and time to do it. 

Leveille said that there has 
been a lot of interest in the 
seminar and that spaces are 
filling up quickly. To reserve 
your spot call 905-994-1991 
or find them on Facebook: 
Niagara Couponing Seminar. 


FORT ERIE • NIAG 



Conservative 

Hon. Rob Nicholson ,M.P. 

Working for you! 

Niagara Falls 
wv 

i 

Electoral District Association 
ifw.nfconservative.ca 

>05-401-4612 



CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE 

FORTERE 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5th 12:45 - 2:30pm 
CANADIAN TIRE_ 

• 25.00 

Per Box J 


( 20 lb Box of 

SEEDLESS NAVEL ORANGES 
l or RUBY RED GRAPEFRUIT 
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Students bring talents to coffee house 




Holiday lights contest under way 


Melissa Mangelsen 

Fort Erie Times 

The town of Fort Erie 
is getting into the holi¬ 
day spirit with the third 
annual Making Spirits 
Bright holiday lighting 
contest. 

“The event is about 
the community and the 
Heralding of the holi¬ 
day season, and it’s nice 
to see it so well received 
by everyone," said 
Linda Anderson, event 
organizer. 

“This year a retail/ 
commercial category 
has been added to the 
event, so that everyone 


had a chance to enter 
and get in the holiday 

Secret judging will 
take place Dec. 12 to 
15, by three our four 
judges and the winners 
are announced shordy 

Prizes will be award¬ 
ed to residential and 
retail/commercial win¬ 
ners in Greater Fort 
Erie; with an overall 
grand prize for the best 
holiday lighting dis¬ 
play. 

The contest used to 
be put on by the 
ChamberofCommerce, 
but was gone for the 
community for six or 


seven years before 
Anderson decided to 
take it over. 

“I thought it would 
be a good idea to do it 
again. It's something 
positive for the com¬ 
munity. People are tak¬ 
ing the time and effort 
to decorate and I just 
felt they needed to be 
recognized,” said 
Anderson. 

“A lot of us also have 
the memory of being a 
kid and driving around 
looking at lights, it’s 
nice to bring that 

Once she receives all 
the entries she puts 


together a lights route 
and encourages fami¬ 
lies to bundle up and 
go out to look at the 
lights. 

To register your 
home, please e-mail 
Anderson at linda@ 
triggermarketing.ca 

Be sure to include 
your name, address, 
phone number and 
e-mail and stipulate 
which category you’re 
entering; residential or 
retail/ commercial. 

For more informa¬ 
tion visit their Facebook 
page: Making Spirits 
Bright Holiday Lights 
Contest. 


|trinity|ife| 


Riverside Community Church 


Sundays; 9:30 Sc TLOOam 
905-871-8880 / 2669 Niagara Park* 


St. John’s Stevensville 
United Church 

14789 Sodom Road, Stevensville, Ontario 
Invites and Welcomes You to Join Us 
Sunday Service: 11 a.m. - noon 
Sunday School: 11 a.m. - noon 
(Sept - June) JjL 


BERTIE CHURCH 


Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 
Speaker: Rev. Andrew Doherty 
NOON - Potluck Lunch 


Melissa Mangelsen 

Fort Erie Times 

Students at Ridgeway 
Crystal Beach High School 
had the opportunity 
Thursday night to showcase 
their talents at their annual 
coffee house. 

The coffee house saw 15 
performers ranging from 
musicians to spoken word 


poetry readers, to drama 

"A lot of students don’t 
play sports or perform in the 
drama productions here, so 
this really gives them a 
chance to show off their tal¬ 
ents," said Hayley Arts, 
Student Council President. 

She said there are a lot of 
students who attend the 
school who are musically or 
artistically gifted. The school 


used to provide students 
with a guitar class, but now 
musicians gather with the 
music club. 

Christine Tomlinson, who 
performed first brought with 
her two original pieces. 

The skits that were done 
ranged in topics and all 
poems read were original 

The cafeteria was also 
lined by various pieces of art 


MELISSA MANGELSEN Fort Erie Times 

Christine Tomlinson, of Ridgeway Crystal Beach High School, kicked off the coffee house on 
Thursday night by performing two pieces that she had written herself. 


that were also done by stu¬ 
dents with the exception of 
three pieces, which were 
done by parents of the stu- 

Arts said the coffee house 
is successful and draws a fair 
amount of people who come 
out to support the students. 

"Typically we only held 
one a year, but this year 


have two - one in the fall and 
then one in the spring," she 
said. 

The cost to get into the 
coffee house was $2 or two 
canned good. It is the begin¬ 
ning of Ridgeway Crystal 
Beach High School’s canned 
food drive, which they do 
annually. 

Sometimes proceeds are 


also donated to school’s 
breakfast program. 

Arts said the coffee house 
takes a lot of planning and 
they met in the summer to 
decide when they wanted to 
hold it. 

"It’s all volunteer run and 
it’s all put on by student 
council. We’re really happy 
with the turnout." 
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Tradition of mitten tree unites 


Fort Erie Times 

It has already been 22 
years since the idea of the 
mitten tree became a part 
of the holiday tradition at 
the Fort Erie Public 
Library. 

Staff member Debbie 
Ashworth and her two 
daughters, Vanessa and 
Chelsea started the tree at 
the Centennial Branch of 
the library, and it spread 
to all three branches. 

Over the years the mit¬ 
ten tree became more 
diverse and began to not 


just include mittens but 
hats, and scarves. A part¬ 
nership was then formed 
with the Adult Literacy 
Council of Greater Fort 
Erie to add books to the 

"We also have a food 
collection at all three 
branches that some peo¬ 
ple aren't aware of," said 
Ashworth. 

The tree is a success 
every year collecting hun¬ 
dreds of items for people 
in need over the holidays. 

'We have older retirees 
who will knit year round 
for the tree, or people who 
donate wool or money for 


wool because they either 
don't know how to knit or 
they don't have the time." 

She said despite the job 
losses in Fort Erie people 
are still willing to give. 

"I think once people 
find out that this all stays 
in the community they're 
more willing to give. 
Doing this is very hum¬ 
bling, it lets you see what 
you have that others may 
not," she said. 

Hundreds of items have 
been donated throughout 
the years to all three 
branches. The items 
donated to the Centennial 
Branch go to the Salvation 


IMII 


www.fabriclandwestern.com 

Thursday November 29 - December 

create a holiday to remember 



Army as part of their 
Christmas baskets. Items 
collected from Crystal 
Ridge and Stevensville are 
sent to St. George's 
Church to go into their 
baskets and food dona¬ 
tions go to C.O.P.E. and 
St. George's. 

Ashworth said their 
goal is to get the trees as 
full as they possibly can. 

"When people come 
into the Stevensville 
Branch the tree is the first 
thing they see. Each time 
they come in it's a little 
fuller and that motivates 
people to bring items in 
to see that tree grow," said 
Ashworth. 

This year the is 
filled with mit¬ 
tens, hats and 
scarves with a 
week still left to 
bring in your 
items. 

Though they 
have a tentative 
date of Dec. 8, for 
items they will 
take late items if 
people are unable 


Christmas Fabric, Trims & Accessories 

Our Entire Stock 

NOW 50% Off 


Flannelette & Fleece 

Our Entire Stock 

50% Off AND MORE 



to get there prior to the 
cutoff date. 

"If people have trouble 
getting here, or bringing 
their stuff here physically 
then we will also go and 
pick that up for them." 

The mitten tree is a feel¬ 
good charity event that 
anyone in the community 
can participate in. 

Ashworth said the idea 
for the tree started 
because she wanted to 
create a way within the 
library to teach the kids 
the importance of giving 
back to people who are 
less fortunate. 

All hats, mittens and 
scarves must he new in 
order to include them into 
the baskets. 

"You can't really put 
used mittens, scarves or 
gloves into a basket - kids 
know when things are 
used," she said. 

If you have any ques¬ 
tions about the mitten 
tree please contact 
Ashworth at 905-382- 
2051. 



National Lampoon's Christmas 
Vacation: Dec. 3, 4 p.m. Crystal 
Ridge $2; Dec. 4, 6:30 p.m. 
Centennial $2. 

Tiny Tales Holiday Party: Dec. 4, 
10:30 a.m. Centennial. $2. Dec. 5, 
10:30 a.m. Crystal Ridge. $2. 

ePublishing with Derek 
Ciendening: Dec. 5, 6:30 p.m. 
Centennial. Free. 

Mittens and Books Final day for 
donations: Dec. 8, 5 p.m. All 
branches. 

Christmas Story: Dec. 10, 4 p.m. 
Crystal Ridge $2; Dec. 11,6:30 p.m. 
Centennial $2. 


Family Game Night: Dec. 13, 6 - 8 
p.m. Centennial. Free. 

Christmas Carol with George C. 
Scott: Dec. 17,4 p.m. Crystal Ridge 
$2; Dec. 18, 6:30 p.m. Centennial. 

Open Monday, December 24, 10 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. All Branches. 
Closed December 25 and 26. All 
Day. All Branches. 


All Drapery Fabric and All Ready-To-Hang 
Drapery Panels, Bedding and Pillows 

50% Off Our Regular Price 


STORE HOURS: MON-FRI 9-9 • SAT 9-6 • SUN 12-5 

NIAGARA FALLS S T. CATHARINES WELLAND 

MO "oSll2l™ aZa 575 Welland Ave 34 Douglas Ave 

905-354-7117 905-685-6595 905-734-3836 

CUSTOM DRAPERY NOW AVAILABLE AT ALL LOCATIONS 


FORT ERIE DRIVING SCHOOL 

(CORD'S) P'V 3860 Dominion Road, Ridgeway 

Get on the road to becoming a QflR-RQd-Qfldl . 

safe and confident driver. Call or 3 ^ I? . . ^ 

visit us online today to get started. WWW.gordSdrivmgschOOl.com 


GIL 

EERTIFII 

Pv 

Buy a gift certificate NOW I 

and get $50 OFF 

regular price!! 




Certificates purchased NOW 
can be used until the 
end of 2013!! 
Combine with our 
“Bring a Friend”discount & 
get an additional $25 OFF!! 



December Courses 
Weekends - 8th, 9th, 15th and 16th 
Christmas Break Course 
Weekdays: January 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th 


LEARN THE KEYS TO SAFE DRIVING 

We are a Ministry Approved 
Beginner Driver Education Course Provider, 
offering classroom and behind-the-wheel 
training for teenagers, adults and seniors. 
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One chef in a 'Group of Seven 1 


Fort Erie’s RaceBook is Open for Business 


Fort Erie native 
Matt Matheson 
gaining hearty 
amount of 
attention in 
Toronto 
Kris Dube 
Editor 

Fort Erie native Matt 
Matheson is part of a group, 
but he is one all on his own 

The 30-year-old 

Lakeshore Catholic High 
School graduate has lived in 
Toronto since his early 20's, 
after taking culinary cours¬ 
es at Humber College. 

Today, he is a popular 
chef in the big city and 
recently represented 

Canada at the esteemed 
James Beard House in New 
York City, in a collective of 
chefs that is known as the 
'Group of Seven.' 


Once a month for the last 
two years, Matheson and 
six other chefs have been 
hosting events at their 
respective restaurants in 
Toronto and have been 
receiving rave reviews and a 
hearty amount of media 
attention. 

On his own, Matheson 
has appeared on a handful 
of TV shows such as one 
called Oddbits, which 
focuses on the preparation 
of unique cuts of meat. 

In his appearance, he 
explained to viewers how to 
cook cow testicles. 

But being on TV isn't that 
important to him, especially 
compared to being invited 
to a function at the James 
Beard Foundation. 

"It's like the Stanley Cup, 
the biggest accolade for a 
chef," he said. 

Matheson, who grew up 
in the Crescent Park neigh¬ 
bourhood while living in 


Fort Erie, has also appeared 
in comedian Kenny Hotz's 
show 'Triumph of the Will,' 
where he prepared a pecu¬ 
liar dish that had to be 
blurred out due to Canadian 
Radio and 

Telecommunications 
Commission standards. 

"He's a real good friend of 
ours," said Matheson about 
Hotz, who is most popular 
for the hit TV series 'Kenny 
vs. Spenny.' 

Other popular chefs from 
around the world are 
planned to be working with 
and hosting functions with 
the Group of Seven he said 
and looks forward to it all. 

"We're like ambassadors 
to Canada." 

He is the head chef at 
Parts and Labour, a restau¬ 
rant on Queen Street, which 
has also been featured in 
many Toronto-based and 
national publications. 

Matheson's sense of 


humour and fun-loving atti¬ 
tude is what he says might 
have a role in him being 
invited on to various TV 
shows, but it's also his skills 
in the kitchen of course. 

"I just say whatever I want 
and people like that because 
I can back it up," he said. 

He described his style of 
cooking as the type that still 
makes people that they are 
getting their money's worth, 
while making them feel at 
home at the same time, in a 

"I'm known for hearty, 
Canadian food." 

Matheson appeared as a 
guest on a recent season of 
the Food Network's Top 
Chef Canada and will be 
appearing on E-Talk next 
week to talk about all things 
culinary. 

He has also appeared in 
numerous music videos by 
artists like Alexisonfire and 
Cancer Bats. 



£7ree& 

RIDGEWAY 

Lions 


Comer of Gorham Road & Dominion Road 
(behind Sexsmith Car Sales) 

Everyday 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Both long & 
short needle 
trees available. 

Ranging from 

3 ft. and up ~ ( 

All proceeds to local charitiefjfc. 

•No Spaghetti Dimer 



Matt Matheson, who grew up in Fort Erie, has been receiving a lot of attention for his 
culinary style and fun-loving attitude. 


Call 905-871-3100 


ext 200 to advertise here. 



Don't Miss Opening Day At 
Gulfstream Park & 
Tampa Bay Downs 

Saturday, December 1st 



TAMPA 

BAY 

DOWNS 

THOROUGHBRED RACING 


GULFSTREAM 

- -/ - PARK 


Offering simulcast 
wagering from over 
20 different 
race tracks across 
North America 


Open 7 days a week 
from 11 am until 11pm 


Visit www.forterieracing.com 
for more information 

%■ %■ %■ %• 
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Blue Devils volleyball team put up a good fight at OFSAA 


Cory Smith 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Its season finished, 
Ridgeway-Crystal Beach will 
do what it always does. 

Wait nine months and 
make another run at a pro¬ 
vincial volleyball champion- 

"The kids who play here 
are three-monthers," Blue 
Devils senior boys’ volley¬ 
ball coach Brent Mergl said. 
"They play from September 
to November and they don't 
play again until next sea- 


Ridgeway lost in the con¬ 
solation quarter-final of last 
week’s provincial single-A 
tournament in Quinte. It was 
the team’s second straight 
appearance at OFSAA after 
falling short in the double-A 
event in 2011. 

After losing their setter 
and two versatile veterans, 
Mergl didn’t think the Blue 
Devils "had a shot” at return¬ 
ing to OFSAA this year. His 
opinion changed when the 
team advanced to SOSSA, 
where it swept Smithville 
Christian in the final. 


“I think it was the kids 
who were in Grade 11 last 
year stepped into a role and 
accepted it,” Mergl said. 
“Everybody came through. 
We were a strong six ... that 
was a big difference was this 
(was) more of a starting unit. 
Last year we relied on two 
big hitters and a setter... but 
this year we needed to have 
everyone clicking." 

Grade 12 middle Lucas 
Bolten, used sparingly last 
season, became the Blue 
Devils' “go-to guy for a big 
hit when we needed it,” 
Mergl said. 

Fifth-year middle Jamie 
Fazekas played one of his 
best matches in the SOSSA 
final. 

But the Blue Devils’ 
offence went through Levi 
Mackenzie, a graduating 
fifth-year power. 

“When he played well, we 
played well,” Mergl said. 
“When he didn’t play so 
well, we struggled. Everyone 
looked to his leadership, not 
just vocal but playing." 

Ridgeway went 1-3 in the 
round-robin at OFSAA and 


finished fourth in Pool A. 
For a team that has been to 
SOSSA “almost every year 
since 2007,” expectations 
will remain high in 2013. 

“The juniors see us have 
success, and that breeds 
success in them,” Mergl said. 


“We try to take a good ath¬ 
lete and turn them into vol¬ 
leyball players for a couple 
months. “ 

The Blue Devils will lose 
two or three players next 
season, including much of 
their power. It will once 


again be up to the reserves 
and incoming juniors to fill 
the holes. 

"They will have to step up 
right away into a starting 
role,” Mergl said. “How they 
do in that role will be a deter¬ 
mination on how we do.” 


Hagan Law Firm 

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR WILL 
OR POWERS OF ATTORNEY? 

Call Ken Hagan J.D. 

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary 
at Hagan Law Firm 
Call for an appointment 

905-871-4440 

29 Jarvis Street, Fort Erie 



Public Notice 


Public Consultation and Information Sessions for the 
Lake Erie Corridor Secondary Schools Accommodation Review 
will be held at the following schools: 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2012 
6:00 p.m. 

FORT ERIE SECONDARY SCHOOL 

7 Tait Avenue, Fort Erie 
(School tour of Fort Erie Secondary School.) 

Note: Information session to follow at Port Colborne High School at 7:30 p.m. 
and Staff will also be available from Planning, Facilities and Finance to answer 
questions on all three schools. 

7:30 p.m. 

PORT COLBORNE HIGH SCHOOL 

211 Elgin Street, Port Colborne 

(A tour of Port Colborne High School and information on each high school in the 
review area will be available in the gymnasium. Staff will also be available from 
Planning, Facilities and Finance to answer questions on all three schools.) 


The coaching staff behind the Ridgeway-Crystal Beach High School’s senior boys vol¬ 
leyball team is proud of this year's effort, going all the way to the provincial finals. In 
the front row from left to right are Daniel Krieger, Eric St. Pierre, Nick Jackson, Elijah 
Kalenuik, Jesse Marcil Kenny MacSweyn. In the back row from left to right are Darren 
Pereria (Assit. coach) Steve Warkentin, Levi Mackenzie, Lucas Bolten Jamie Fazekas, 
Trevor O'Donnell, Kaleb Mueller, Brent Mergl(Coach), Andrew Reinhardt (Assist, coach) 


f' 


Huch Rr 
"Williams 

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 




Ruch & Williams announces that, after 35 years in practice, 

L. Cameron Williams will be retiring as of December 21st, 2012. 
Wills and Powers of Attorney will be retained by Gerald F. Ruch, 


who will continue the practice under the firm name of 

Jerald ^jch 

LAW OFFICE 

GERALD E RUCH, B. S., LL. B. 

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, NOTARY 

Clients wishing to obtain or transfer storred Wills should 
contact Mr. Ruch at the law firm. 




43 Jarvis Street, Fort Erie 
Phone: 905-871-8711 Fax: 905-871-3841 
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dassifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Place it on dassifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 

Online: forterietimes.classifiedextra.ca 


Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@classifiedextra.ca 


Miscellaneous ■ Miscellaneous ■ Miscellaneous ■ Careers ■ Careers ■ Careers 


fort Erie Times 


is our Fort Erie Times’ Carrier of the Month for November 2012 


Thanks Al for a job well done! 

For his exceptional efforts, 
he has received a gift certificate 
compliments of: 






'3“ 9 mo P n“a ! 


or ema'r kartlkamfruckYng c 





The 

fort Erie Dims 


CARRIERS WANTED 

Route: 4008S - Crystal Beach - 55 papers 

(Cambridge, Lincoln, Belfast, Conway, Loomis) 
Route: 4002B - Ridgeway - 75 papers 

(Michener, Wellington, Derby) 

Route: 3001 - Black Creek - 33 papers 

(River Trail, Canfield) 

Route: 3001B - Black Creek - 31 papers 

(River Trail from Black Creek to Baker) 

Haven’t Seen A Route Advertised For Your Area? 
Call & leave your name, address & telephone 
number & we will call you if one becomes available. 
If interested call Petrina at 

905-871-3100 ext. 201 
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yourlifemoments.ca 


For Obituaries call: 

1-877-750-5054 

Fax: 1-866-485-8461 


All other moments call: 

1-888-786-7821 

Fax: 1-866-757-0227 



nappy. 


•jssSSSssu 



Advertise your loved one’s 

Birthday! 




All proceeds go to benefit our residents 


Spaghetti Dinner 

Thursday, December 6th 
Continuous Serve 5 - 7 p.m. 

All Saints 
Anglican Church 

South Mill, Ridgeway 
Spaghetti, Meatballs, 
Salad and Dessert 
Adults $8.00 
Children 5-12 $5.00 
Under 5 Free. 



Baa 




SiSE 































































Benner Funeral Services 
invite you to our... 


Holiday Memorial Service 

This service will be an opportunity to recognize 
the lives of those that have passed, regardless 
of where or when. Please call the funeral 
home for more information and to have your 
loved one’s name added to the Litany of 
Remembrance 905-871-0444 




Wednesday December 5th, 2012 
Music of the season 6:30 
Memorial Service 7:00 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
Niagara Blvd. and Gilmore Rd. 
Time of Refreshments to follow. 
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Local players win OFSAA with Gators 



Kris Dube 

Editor 

Twelve Fort Erie students are 
basking in a sea of sports glory, 
after recently winning the 
Ontario Federation of School 
Athletic Association (OFSAA)'s 
provincial final. 

The Lakeshore Catholic High 
School football team has a ros¬ 
ter of 31 players and 12 of them 
are residents of Greater Fort 
Erie. 

Some of them were able to 
find a moment to get out of class 
this week to talk 
about the enor¬ 
mous win with the 
Fort Erie Times. 

"It's such a 

said Drew 

Gauthier, a right 

The Gators 

found themselves 
down by 20 points 
early in the game 
but climbed back 
to a 29-28 victory. 

"To win in that 
fashion was just 

unbelievable," he Christian Gifford, Rob Pyatt, Drew Gauthier, Jeremy Snyder and Cole Majoros are five 
said. of the 12 players from Fort Erie on the Lakeshore Gators football roster, who won the 

Wide receiver Ontario championship earlier this week. 


Cole Majoros said having confi¬ 
dence in one another at all posi¬ 
tions and in every stage of a 
game is what helped create the 
ideal finish to the season. 

"We never give up on each 
other...there's a lot of teamwork," 
he said. 

Quarterback Jeremy Snyder 
made 14 completions in 24 
attempts in the final game 
against Burlington's M.M. 
Robinson. 

As a leader on the team, he 
says remaining cool and collec¬ 
tive on the field is an approach 
he likes to take. 


"If I'm calm, then we have a 

Snyder said the provincial 
championship win is also spe¬ 
cial because his older brother 
won the same title with the 
Gators in 2008. 

"This really means a lot to me 
and my family." 

Before 2008, the Gators' last 
OFSAA win was in 2003. 

Other Fort Erie players on the 
team include Christian Gifford, 
Rob Pyatt, Adam Piskorz, Patrick 
Stairs, Tim Newman, Israel Ruiz, 
Luca Letizia, Scott Lasher and 
Matt Reuter. 



2 Can Dine^ $ 28 00 

Dinner for 2 includes 

• Soup or Salad • Shrimp Cocktail shared by both 
• Entree choice of Chicken Parmigian or Veal Parmigian 
• Chef’s Choice of Dessert 

Available Thursday to Saturday Evenings • No Substitutes Please 


Daily Lunch Specials starting at ? 9-95 
Breakfast Special Tuesday to Sunday *3.99 
Scrambled Eggs, Toast, Home Fries & Coffee 

Friday Night Fish Fry • Friday 4-5pm ~ *8.95, 5-9pm ~ *10.95 

New Winter Hours Commence November 6 th : Open Tuesday, Wedneday & Thursday 
8:00am till 2:00 pm., Friday & Saturday 8:00am till 9:00pm, Sunday 8:00 am to 10:00 am 


Enjoy a leisurely lunch or dunner in a quiet atmosphere with a panoramic view 
or enjoy the weather on our beautiful patio 


COUNTRY CLUB 


We have meeting & function rooms to accomodate from 10 to 200 
guests • Business service provided include Meetings, Seminars, 
Luncheons, Retirement Parties, Offices Parties, Weddings & more 


700 Gilmore Road • Fort Erie • 905-871-2400 • Toll Free 1-888-235-7772 

info@bridgewatercountryclub.com • bridgewatercountryclub.com 
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CHRISTMAS 
OPEN HOUSE ^ 

November 30th, 2012 S 

Friday, December 7th, 2012 
4pm - 8pm 

'SlCptUamttee!CquUjapteMa/toof&iail$atutgMar 

Nioxin Mlcrodermbraslon scalp treatment, I 

this anti aging treatment utilizes a dermabrasion 
technology that helps restore a healthy scalp 
and skin surface regeneration through exfoliation 
, and removing buildup around follicle sites, 

Your Treatment and 3 products 
L for only $65.00tx (by Appointment] 

Reg Price $115.00 

“Q^ou/t OM£tvpo8eau£y*Sh<>p 

3lkptfeQWaU....Q/Mteac8alC' 

✓ FREE Wash and Style 
o'A'' 0 ° makeup app/taoftoa 

Sra* ^when you purchase ^ 

v yr $40.00 In cosmetics f ter ra ancl 


20% off December 5th only 
Open: Tuesday - Friday 9 - 5:30 
Saturday 9 - 2:00 
Closed: Sunday & Monday 
7 Dufferi i^it^tar^rie^nt^X )5 - 871 - 7278 

All the Best of the 

Holiday Season!. 

Get your carpets fresh and dean for the holidays 

tQSpVic Berg’s 

| pasyiet To&etzsi 

™ Residential • Commercial 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Call Now to book for the Holidays! 

905 - 382-2565 

“Where quality and friendly service come firs?’ 


Relax Refresh Revive 

HOLIDAY MANICURE 
AND PEDICURE 

Now $55, Regular $65 

• Registered Massage Therapy Pedicures & Manicures 
• Bio Sculpture Gel* Sugaring 
• Fully Equipped Hair Salon 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR BEAUTY NEEDS 
109 Niagara Blvd., Fort Erie 
905-871-3471" 1 905-871-1236 


GET YOUR HOME READY 

the HOLIDAYS 



COIOR & DESIGN CENTER 




1233 Garrison Rd - Fort Erie 905-871-5061 


TO COOK 
A TURKEY* 

& 

"LETTERS TO SAN1A' 

, COMING SOON - CALL US NOW T< 
RESERVE YOUR SPACE 






905-871-3100X202 






























